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Luchsinger column brought memories of special clock

ast week I wrote about Margaret
LLuchsinger and the celebration of

her 102nd birthday. She was fea-
tured in avideo by WTMJ-TV and I
wrote a bitabout that special day.

That column brought back memories
ofaveryspecial clock that had been in the
Salick for well over a century, and now
has a special place in the archives of the
Watertown Historical Society’s
collection in the famous Octa-
gon House.

So, today I'll write about that
clock and why it is so unique.

The clock, now over 160 years
old, was featured in a Water-
town Daily Times article by
Margaret Clifford Krueger, one
of the owners of the Times for
many years and for decades a
regular contributor to the news-
paper’s many quality features.

Margy’s feature on the clock was one
of those topics and I'll borrow from her
work as part of today’s column.

Margaret Luchsinger, a fourth gen-
eration owner of SalicK’s Jewelry Store,
related to Margy back in the 1990s that
the family had offers to buy the clock
many times over the years but “we
couldn’t sell it. We always felt it belonged
in Watertown.”

The clock was for many decades fea-
tured in the display windows of Salick’s
Jewelry Store but has not been on display
for decades. Margaret and her husband
Sam donated the clock to the historical
society some years ago.
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So, what makes this clock so special?
Well, it’s over 5 feet tall and is one of only
two in the entire world, according to a
Daily Times article back in 1920. The
other is in Germany and the late Joseph
Salick — a pioneer jeweler and founder
of thelocal store — was in Germany as an
apprentice and saw the clock.

He was fascinated enough by it that he
decided to make a replica by
hand. This was backin 1864,
barely 28 years after Water-
town was first settled by Tim-
othy Johnson. Joseph was the
great grandfather of Margaret
Luchsinger.

Normally clocks of this
unique type required winding
by a key or other device but not
the Salick clock. The movement
in this one is in the pendulum
and there’s a special mechanism
that runs on the motion of the swing and
the face is actually in the pendulum.

There’s more Watertown connections.
The frame for the clock was made by the
late John Keck, a pioneer furniture man
from Watertown. The brass furnish-
ings on the exterior of the clock resem-
ble the sun and were cast by Joe Miller a
local pioneer gunsmith. He also made the
brass eagle on the top of the clock. There
are several figures on the clock and they
were painted by a man identified only as
D. Straw.

Joseph Salick was a native of West-
phalia, Germany and when he came to
America he opened the jewelry store here

COURTESY KEN RIEDL/WATERTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
The old Salick Jewelry Store front with the
unique clock seen in the window. Right in
front of the store on theright side is Joseph
Salick.The other two men are unidentified.

in 1853. It was located at 1-3 Main Street,
now the entrance to the Rock River
Walkway in downtown Watertown. John
Salick was succeeded in the business by
his son, CharlesJ. Salick. In 1913 John E.
Salick joined his father. Sam and Marga-
ret became associated with the business
in 1946 and became the owners in 1955
upon the death of her father. They sold
the business in the 1980s to Roland and
Terry Straka and in 1996 the business was
sold to Paul and Susanne Bradow who
continue the business today as Bradow’s
Jewelers.
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Over the years the
store has had fourloca-
tions. The store opened
where the Blue But-
terfly (formerly Fisch-
er’s Department Store)
is now located. It moved
across the street to 1-3
Main Street some years
later and then moved to
310 Main Streetin 1933
and to its present location
at Third and Main streets
in 1943.

An up to date photo of
the clock was not avail-
able to me but my hope
is to take a photo of the
clockas it nowsits in the
Historical Society collec-
tion and hopefully it can
getreproduced here. Stay
tuned.
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A short return visit to the famous Salick clock
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