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Education
I watched Saturday’s gradua-

tion with bittersweet emotion,
wondering if future students will 
receive what my sons were offered 
at Watertown High School. Will 
they be deprived of this educa-
tion because a narrow, right-wing
political view now dominates our
school board? I want other stu-
dents to experience what my three 
sons did: a robust education that 
prepared them for a complicated 
world.

Three of my sons graduated 
from Watertown Public High 
School. One now works in the
mountains of a Central Amer-
ican country, teaching English 
in a small village and solidifying
his fluency in Spanish. Another
is employed in high finance on 
the East Coast. A third gradu-
ated just last weekend and is now 
college-bound, confident, capa-
ble and academically prepared by
Watertown’s dedicated teachers.

Their education didn’t happen 
in a vacuum.

Learning flourishes when there’s 
real connection between teacher 
and student. Research shows stu-
dents who feel valued take more 
risks, explore ideas more deeply, 
and develop stronger critical 
thinking skills.

There was no “politicization.”  
These were lies told to us in school
board campaigns and by current 
school board members.

Now, a majority of the school
board seeks to control our teach-
ers. At its most basic level, this is 
intentional disrespect—but really, 
it’s contempt for public school
teachers.

My sons are better students,
sharper writers, deeper think-
ers. They are stronger singers,
musicians, runners, and speak-
ers. Above all, they are better citi-
zens, because of their teachers and
the relationships they formed with 
them.

Don’t let this school board take
that away from the next genera-
tion.

DAVID BYRNE
Watertown

Warming shelter
As we enjoy the longer days and

warmth of summer, it’s easy to for-
get how harsh Wisconsin win-
ters can be—unless you’ve had to 
endure them without a safe, warm 
place to go. For too many in our 
community, that’s the reality. And
while it may seem like a distant 
concern today, now is exactly the
time to prepare.

I’m writing to voice my sup-
port for the proposed Emergency 
Warming Shelter, led by the Build-
ing a Welcoming Watertown 

coalition. This shelter is not a lux-
ury—it’s a necessity. It reflects our
values as a community rooted in 
compassion, decency, and respon-
sibility.

This past winter, a woman died 
on one of the coldest nights of the
year here in Watertown. While 
the cause is still under investiga-
tion, what’s not in question is that 
she had no safe place to go. That
should never happen in a city like
ours. And it doesn’t have to.

The proposal is straightforward: 
on the coldest nights of the year, 
volunteers will staff a simple, tem-
porary warming shelter in a city-
owned space. No strings attached.
No religious programming. Just
warmth, safety, and dignity.

Other communities our size
offer this kind of basic care. Water-
town can—and should—do the
same. It’s not about attracting peo-
ple from elsewhere. It’s about 
serving our own neighbors—
seniors with furnace issues, people 
between jobs, individuals strug-
gling with mental health or hous-
ing insecurity.

Caring for one another is not 
political. It’s not radical. It’s what 
makes a city strong, resilient, and
livable for all. Let’s act now so that 
when winter returns, no one is left 
out in the cold.

BRITANIE PEASLEE 
Rainbow Community Care

Jefferson

OPINION

Let it be known: 
I didn’t marry a 
couch potato.

My wife is one of
the most industrious 
people I know. She
looks at housework
as therapeutic. She 
approaches it with a 
sense of duty and mission
that I cannot understand,
but I simply marvel at.
Neither one of 
us embraces
a slothful life, 
but she puts is a
higher universe.

She’s harder
on herself than 
I could ever be.
I am not sure
she has ever
said, “idle hands 
are the devil’s 
workshop,” but that is
how she approaches her
life.

Like her mother, she 
views completing tasks 
as a sign of a fulfillment, 
like she is not being
useful unless she is 
contributing something
valuable for the good of
our family. When she is
sick, she’s hard on herself, 
apologizing to herself
aloud for not having
enough time to get her 
tasks done.

She constantly
complains she doesn’t 
have enough time to do 
what she likes to do most, 
such as creating pastels
at her drawing table.
But she doesn’t do that 
because she always has 
more pressing things on 
her to-do list that she can
actually do in a day. If
she isn’t doing a task, she 
like accumulating a list of 
duties in waiting.

Today she talked about 
all she had to do, as she 
and I were making the
bed: “I have to change 
the sheets today,” she 
interjected without a
prompt. “And we’ve got 
to get the dog grooming 
done today. And that 
garden desperately needs
to be weeded. And I am 
so far be behind on the
laundry.”

The day had barely 
started and she was
already underwater. This 
is her pattern for every 
single day.

After dinner, I clear the
table and then want to 
settle in on the recliner 

to watch a Brewers game, 
check emails, or examine 
the weather forecast 
and my schedule for 
tomorrow.

Nancy finishes dinner 
and then immediately 
goes to the sink to hand 
wash all the dishes 
she deems to be not 
dishwasher worthy. 

When she 
finally joins me
to watch TV, she 
is usually doing
something else 
simultaneously, 
such as
completing the
grocery list or
writing a note to 
a sick friend.

She is so 
preoccupied 

with getting things done
that I can ask a simple
question and she quickly 
turns it into a self-
imposed guilt trip:

“Nance, what is going 
on with the pile of papers 
on the kitchen counter
by the toaster?” I asked 
recently.

“I’m working as fast 
as I can. I will get to the
papers, but I just haven ‘t 
had time to sit down and 
go through with them.
There are only so many
hours in the day, and 
there is so much to do. 
I don’t know what you 
expect from me!”

“Um, I am not trying
to blame you. I just asked 
a question. Don’t worry 
about it. I thought maybe 
you were waiting for me 
to do something with 
them.”

Her preoccupation 
with getting things done
shoots up from a level 
five or six normally to a 
ten when were about to
entertain within the next 
24 hours. That’s when
the adrenaline kicks in
and my wife’s movements 
become a blur.

I’ve never seen a white-
glove test being executed 
by anyone visiting our 
house, but my wife
treats cleaning before
company arrives as if
failure is not an option
and underperformance is 
a somehow a demerit to 
her womanhood. She will 
clean things I never even
thought about cleaning.

SCOTT FREE

Somehow, I married 
someone who was no 
slouch at anything Watertown, especially 

in its early years, was 
a prime location for 

the railroads. It wasn’t long after 
the city was founded that the first 
tracks arrived here, coming from 
Milwaukee. Later, the tracks were 
extended to Madison in a branch 
line, and the main line contin-

ued northwest 
to Columbus, 
Portage and 
on to Minne-
apolis/St. Paul 
before ulti-
mately going 
all the way to 
Seattle. For 
some years in 
the 1800s the 
city was the 
location for 

a huge railroad shop where cars 
were rehabilitated and one engine 
was even manufactured here. But, 
a fire took down the shops and the 
industry never returned.

Over the years there have been 
many changes to railroading here, 
and in this column I’ll cover a cou-
ple of them.

First of all, some friends asked 
about a spur track that left the 
main line of the old Chicago and 
North Western Railroad. That 
spur left the line just east of N. 
Church Street, through what is 
now Lakes Gas business and trav-
eled east across Silver Creek pond 
and then south along the Rock 
River to about Rock Street.

That spur was installed in the 
early 1900s and was to be used 
by several businesses in the area 
in addition to Hartig’s Brewery, 
across the river where the vacant 
Breselow’s Family Market stands.

After the tracks were removed, 
probably in the 1950s, the land 
between N. Water Street and the 
river became single family build-
ing lots and also what is now 
Fanny P. Lewis Park. Those lots 
had river frontage and were cov-
eted.

I’ve covered much of that in a 
column a couple decades ago, but 
because there were some recent 
historical questions, I did ask 
Watertown historian Ken Riedl 

if the Watertown Historical Soci-
ety’s files contained a photo of the 
old spur.

Sure enough, Ken came up with 
several good ones.

Another item that may be of 
interest is that many people are 
not aware the old Madison branch 
line is still in use between Portland 
and Watertown. 

That branch, in the 1960s and 
earlier, was used daily for passen-
ger and freight traffic between 
Watertown and Madison and 
even further west. Today the 
switch that allow trains to connect 
up with the CP Rail main line has 
been removed.

IN TIMES SQUARE

Time for some Watertown railroad trivia

COURTESY WATERTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY

This photo shows a few men fishing from the long ago removed railroad 
spur along North Water Street. Across the river is the now razed Hartig 
Brewery. The spur traveled east from the main line near Lakes Gas on 
North Church Street, to the river and then south to approximately Rock 
Street. Back then it looks as if coats and ties were the dress of the day 
even for fishermen! In the distance and to the right in the picture is the 
old Fuermann’s Brewery where the Municipal Building is now located.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

SCOTT 
PETERSON

TOM 
SCHULTZ
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Watertown, WI - On June 17, 2025, James Carl “Butch”
Kreil, Jr., passed away peacefully surrounded by family 
at the age of 82. Butch was born on January 4, 1943 in 

Oconomowoc, WI to James and Ellen 
(nee Johnson).

Butch was a dedicated laborer 
who proudly worked at Carnation 
Instant, where he earned his place 
as one of the original “milk boys.” His 
work ethic was strong and he spent 
over 30 years at the Okauchee Fire 
Department, where his bravery and 
commitment to the community made 
a lasting impact.

Butch loved the great outdoors 
and spent countless hours hunting 

and fishing. He was also an avid bowler and motorcycle 
enthusiast, relishing in the thrill of joy rides that brought 
a smile to his face.

Butch particularly enjoyed the time spent with his 
favorite son-in-law, building a special bond as they 
embarked on trips to Menards. Family meant everything 
to Butch. He loved spending time with his loved ones and 
will be remembered for his unwavering support, kindness, 
and warm spirit.

He is survived by his wife of 47 years, Colleen; children 
Jacqueline Kreil, Mary Kreil, Jame Kreil III and Jamie Lynn 
(Shawn) Sagan; grandchildren, Justin Marquardt, Shawn 
Sagan Jr., Hailey Kreil and Lucas Kreil; great-grandchildren,
Coral Rose and Jaice Marquardt; brother, John (Nancy) 
Kreil; fur-babies, Lulu ad Sammi; along with other family 
and friends.

He is preceded in death by his parents; daughter, 
Denise; grandson, Nicolas Marquardt; sister, Jean (Robert) 
Luko; in-laws, William and Mary Murdock.

The family extends their deepest gratitude to the 
compassionate staff and physicians at ProHealth, as well 
as ProHealth Hospice Care, for their unwavering support 
and care during Butch’s final days.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made 
to ECM Little Sprouts Expansion Fund (in care of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church: W1956 Gopher Hill Road, Ixonia, WI 
53036) in Butch’s name are appreciated.

A visitation will be held on Thursday, June 26, at 
Pagenkopf Funeral Home (2228 N. Silver Maple Lane, 
Oconomowoc, WI 53066) from 4 PM to 6 PM, with a 
service following immediately after.

January 4, 1943 - June 17, 2025 
James Carl “Butch” Kreil, Jr. 

Only one train uses the 
tracks and it services the 
Michels Quarry just west 
of Hubbleton Road in Jef-
ferson County. A rail spur 
near the quarry is used to 
load 40-50 cars with stone 
and gravel. From there 
the train, often pulled by 
three locomotives, trav-
els east to Watertown at 
the slow speed of about 
five miles per hour due to 

track conditions. It then 
follows the old tracks and 
connects to the CP Rail 
main line and heads west 
at much higher speeds. I 
don’t know the destina-
tion for these trains, but 
especially in the summer 
months trains operate on 
that track a couple times 
a week.

It’s on this line that 
a few train cars left the 
track in recent days and 
rerailing them became 
necessary. That minor 

derailment was near 
Gypsy Road.

This track actually is 
getting more traffic than 
the Union Pacific tracks 
that now travel between 
Jefferson Junction and 
Clyman Junction. A few 
years ago this UP line was 
upgraded and used con-
sistently but rail traffic 
patterns change and the 
track is used little now.

Today the only busi-
ness using rail in Water-
town on a consistent basis 

is Rail & Transload, Inc./
Specialty Ingredients 
which is located at 546 
West Street.

This business regularly 
uses rail cars for loading 
and unloading. While 
this company is busy with 
rail traffic others have 
moved away from rail for 
incoming or outgoing 
shipments or have left the 
Watertown scene for one 
reason or another.

TLS
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OBITUARY

We both have a fair amount of German stock 
in our genes, so maybe that is to blame, but so is 
Mr. Rogers. She remembers his song from her 
childhood, and sings it often: “Find something to 
do while you’re waiting.”

After company leaves, when Nancy is truly and 
utterly exhausted, this is about the only time she 
allows herself a break. Nevertheless, I find myself 
thankful that I did not merry a party animal, 
someone who indulges in bonbons routinely or 
finds that filing her nails is her path to noteworthy 
life.

Yes, she puts me to shame, but I wouldn’t want it 
any other way.

Free/from A4

REV. SETH HOEPPNER
Faith Lutheran Church

The countdown continues!
According to a Christmas 
countdown website, there 

are only 187 days and 12 hours until 
Christmas Day.

Are you ready? Does 
six months and three days
give you enough time to 
have everything prepared 
for Christmas? Christmas 
is a day that reminds us to
have things prepared at
just the right time.

I want you to imagine
the smell of fresh baked 
Christmas cookies. They 
need to be baked at just 
the right time! Or you are the one
who attempts to take a picture of
the children opening their gifts at
just the right time! Maybe you are 
a last-minute online shopper and 
you frantically wait for the deliv-
ery driver to pull up at just the right
time!

For many, Christmas Day is 

focused on just the right time.
I find it interesting that the peo-

ple who put together the read-
ings that our church uses has a pas-
sage the is also read during the sea-
son of Christmas. Maybe they want 
Christmas celebrated year-round.

The Apostle Paul wrote
a letter to the churches 
that were in Galatia. The
majority of the people in 
the churches were Gen-
tiles. Some had taught that 
these Gentiles Christians 
had to follow many of The 
Jewish Laws in order to be 
a Christian.

At just the right time, 
Paul reminded these new 
Christians that “God sent

forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who
were under the law, so that they 
would receive adoption as chil-
dren.” (Galatians 4:4)

At just the right time God sent
His Son to bring salvation to His 
creation. God had given faith to
these Christians and they became 

His children. Their works of the
law could not bring salvation. It was
through Jesus’ life, death, and res-
urrection they were to place their
faith in.

Paul wrote this letter about 
two-thousand years ago. The same 
is true for us today. At just the right
time, God sent forth His Son to 
redeem us so that we might receive 
adoption as His children. This is
what The Christian Church cele-
brates every time it comes together
for a worship service.

At just the right time, God has led 
you to read this article. At just the
right time, you are reminded that 
God sent His Son to redeem those 
who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as His chil-
dren. It is not just at Christmas we
are to hear it. It is a message we need 
to hear often. You do not have to
wait another 187 more days to hear
it! The message that God sent His
Son to redeem us is the message of
good news.

Merry Christmas and Happy 
Summer!

FROM THE PULPIT

Preparing... for Christmas?

Advent Christian Church
213 S. 8th St., Watertown
920-261-4237
Rev. Ray Bezanson
Sunday—10 a.m.
Wednesday—6:30a.m. and 6 p.m. prayer
Seventh-day Adventist Church
500 S. 5th St., Watertown
920-261-4783
Saturday—10 a.m. Sabbath school, 

11:15 a.m. worship service
River Valley Alliance Church
N610 Welsh Rd., Watertown

920-261-4342
rivervalleyalliance.org
Rev. David Zimmermann, Rev. Mark Sina, 

Rev. Corey Gillinov youth ministries
Sunday—8 a.m. traditional worship, 9:30

& 11 a.m. contemporary worship
River City Church — Assemblies of God
21 Pawnee St., Watertown
920-261-7922
rivercitychurch-watertown.com
Baptist
Calvary Baptist Church
792 Milford St., Watertown
920-261-7237
www.cbcs.org

Rev. Dr. Robert Loggans
Sunday—10:30 a.m. worship
Fellowship Baptist Church
N605 Welsh Rd., Watertown
920-261-1004
www.fbcwttn.org
Sunday—10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m
First Baptist Church
160 Oakridge Ct., Watertown
920-261-3970
www.firstwttn.org
Rev. Shane Walker
Sunday—10 a.m. service

WORSHIP CALENDAR

 SETH 
HOEPPNER
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