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7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
Excellent S
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I I Deteriorated O Ruins Q Unexposed

(Check One)
^ Altered I I Unaltered

(Check One)

£] Moved □ Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

A simple 1 1/2 story, gable-roofed frame building, the First Kindergarten is 
located on a gently sloping hillside on the grounds of the Richards Octagon 
House. Cornices are boxed, with common metal eaves along the sides. Siding 
is of clapboards, and all openings have plain board trim. Windows are plain 
wood-muntined, double hung sash. The building is small, approximately 18 
feet wide and 24 feet long. It is well maintained and in reasonably good 
condition. Its continued preservation is assured.

In tke yeaife prior to 1956 the building had seen a variety of uses, the most 
recent being that of a store. The front gable end had been much altered to 
make it a store front. Original clapboarded sides had been covered with 
a simulated brick sheathing. What interior modifications might have 
occurred are not known.

Because the building faced demolition in late 1956 it was moved by the 
Watertown Historical Society to a permanent location on the Octagon House 
grounds and faithfully restored to its original state. The interior is one 
large room, furnished as a kindergarten school room would have appeared 
when it was used for that purpose—a living room used as a classroom—and, 
with manikins, portrays a kindergarten class in progress.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Margarethe Meyer Schurz, when but a girl of sixteen in Hamburg, Germany, 
had been greatly influenced by a series of lectures presented by the noted 
German educator, Friedrich.Froebel. The lecture course dealt with " 'the 
new education,' as it was then called and of which the kindergarten was the 
first step."^ Margarethe’s sister, Madame Ronge, and her husband Johannes 
Ronge had an active interest in the kindergarten, and when Madame Ronge 
later^had a kindergarten in London, Margarethe assisted her for a brief 
time.

In 1852 Margarethe Meyer married Carl Schurz, who was to become known as 
"the most famous German-American in U.S. History,"^ and sailed with him 
to the United States. After living in Philadelphia for a time, they moved 
to Watertown, Wisconsin in August 1856.^

Later that year Margarethe started her kindergarten in her new home, with 
the Schurz's three year old daughter Agatha and four of her little cousins 
as pupils. When "the children of other relatives and friends wished to 
join the group...Mrs. Schurz opened a kindergarten in the little building 
in town, as it was easily accessible to the children there. Thus was 
:reated the first kindergarten in America in November or December 1856."^
Dhat this was indeed the first kindergarten in the United States was 
iocumented by the Library of Congress.^ The original little building, 
iuthentically restored and furnished, marks the point of beginning in America 
)f what we now consider a vital phase of children's education.

Jenkins, Elizabeth, "How the Kindergarten Found Its Way to America," 49. 
Ibid, 50
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