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TOWN OF ROXBURY — A 
leaky roof has created 
a rare vantage point in 

northwestern Dane County. 
The view from the top of the 

scaffolding that surrounds the 
steeple of St. Norbert Catholic 

Church will only 
be around for 
another month 
or so. But the 
work, which in-
cludes repairing 
and replacing 
some of the 
stone and mor-
tar along with 
upgrades to the 

spire, is designed to preserve, 
restore and stabilize the church 
building. The goal of the $1.2 
million project is also to ensure 
that one of the oldest Catholic 
parishes in Wisconsin remains 
viable.

Bavarian and Prussian im-
migrants came here before 
statehood and built a log cabin 
to serve as the church’s sanc-
tuary. By the start of the Civil 
War they had mined, cut and 

hauled limestone out of the 
ground and somehow, with-
out hydraulic cranes, lifts and 
power tools, assembled this 
house of worship that for years 
was a base for Father Adalbert 
Inama, the first resident priest 
in the county and considered 
the “Apostle of the Four Lakes 
Region.”

Inama, who died in 1879 

and is buried in the St. Nor-
bert Cemetery, was lured here 
by Austrian Count Agoston 
Haraszthy, who founded Sauk 
City and, in the 1840s, planted 
the first grape vines on prop-
erty that is now home to Wol-
lersheim Winery. Haraszthy 
promised Inama 100 acres 
of free land to build a church 
and school, which led Inama 

to minister in communities 
throughout the area, including 
those in what are now Sauk, 
Iowa, Jefferson, Dodge, Juneau 
and Waukesha counties. In 
1849, Haraszthy bolted west to 
find gold, but ended up creating 
the California wine industry.

175-year legacy 
The nearly 300 families that 

now make up the St. Norbert’s 
parish have already raised 
$900,000 for the renovation 
project despite COVID-19 and 
want no part of seeing an end to 
Inama’s nearly 175-year legacy.

“The self-sacrificing immi-
grants who built St. Norbert’s 
(relied) on their faith and 
wanted to make sure they had a 
house of faith where they could 
find sanctuary and peace,” said 

TODD RICHMOND
Associated Press 

Wisconsin Democrats’ effort 
to “Save the Veto” begins with 
Tuesday’s legislative primaries, 
races that will set the stage for 
November contests that will 
determine whether Republicans 
gain enough seats that they can 
override Gov. Tony Evers’ vetoes 
and largely remove the governor 
from the political equation for at 
least the next two years.

Also on tap are two closely 
watched Republican primaries 
for congressional races, includ-
ing one to replace retiring U.S. 
Rep. Jim Sensenbrenner, who has 
represented the reliably conser-
vative suburban Milwaukee 5th 
District since 1979.

Republicans in the Legisla-
ture head into the fall elections 
with comfortable majorities in 
both the Assembly and Senate, 
thanks largely to favorable dis-
trict boundaries the GOP drew 
up in 2011. The GOP’s goal now 
is to flip three Democratic seats 
in each chamber, giving them 
veto-proof majorities for redis-
tricting next year that will es-
tablish maps for the next decade 
and the ability to write state law 
without worrying about Evers 
blocking them.

But first, the primaries. There 
are 28 legislative primaries on 
Tuesday, including eight in the 
Senate and 20 in the Assembly. 
Fifteen primaries will determine 
or almost certainly determine 
the winner either because there 
is no challenger from the other 
party in November or because 
the district is so heavily skewed 
for the controlling party.

Six Senate primaries are for 
open seats, including two that 
have been held by Republicans 
and four by Democrats. The GOP 
wants to flip two of those seats.

One of them is on the western 
side of the state, where former 
state Agriculture Secretary Brad 
Pfaff is locked in a three-way 
Democratic primary for former 
Senate Minority Leader Jenni-
fer Shilling’s seat in the 32nd 
District. Pfaff decided to run for 

‘Save the 
Veto’ cry 
gets its 
platform
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Father Jerry Zhanay, left, and Mark Maier, a member of the St. Norbert Catholic Church renovation committee, had a prime view last week of 
rural Dane and Sauk counties from the top of the scaffolding that has encased the Roxbury church’s steeple. A $1.2 million renovation project that 
began this past spring is scheduled to be completed by this fall and is designed to help ensure that the church, the oldest Catholic parish in Dane 
County, remains open. The parish was founded in 1845.

Roxbury’s view from the top

SHIRIN ALI
Medill News Service 

A national intelligence docu-
ment released Friday by the Trump 
administration revealed Russia is 
using pro-Russia Ukrainian offi-
cials to slander presumptive Dem-
ocratic presidential nominee Joe 
Biden, undermining a key pillar 

of U.S. Sen. Ron 
Johnson’s ongoing 
investigation into 
the former vice 
president.

Johnson, who 
is chairman of the 
Senate Homeland 
Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs 

Committee, has drawn criticism 
from Democrats and foreign pol-
icy experts for what they see as 
an attempt to smear Biden as he 
challenges Republican President 

Donald Trump.
And while the committee pre-

pares to release an interim report 
on its findings next month, a non-

partisan watchdog has given John-
son, R-Oshkosh, failing marks for 
his committee’s workload for the 
second consecutive year.

Friday’s release from the office 
of the director of national intelli-
gence William Evanina specifically 
called out Russia for using Andriy 
Derkach, a pro-Russia Ukrainian 
lawmaker, to spread claims of 
corruption to hurt Biden’s presi-
dential campaign. Derkach has re-
portedly been in communication 
with Johnson’s office as part of the 
Biden investigation.

Johnson launched the Biden 
investigation in March to probe 
a series of events that began in 
2014, during the transition pro-
cess under the outgoing Obama 
administration and while Biden 
was vice president and tasked 
with overseeing American pol-
icy toward Ukraine. Many of the 
details were discussed at length 
during Trump’s impeachment 
investigation and trial.

Biden has maintained he was 

Burisma probe raising flags

ELECTION 2020 
TUESDAY’S PRIMARY

Dems try to prevent 
GOP from flipping 
seats in Legislature

SEN. RON JOHNSON | BIDEN INVESTIGATION

Wisconsin lawmaker’s 
committee planning to 
give report next month

Johnson

The Lugar Center’s 

Congressional 

Oversight Hearing 

Index has given 

Sen. Ron Johnson’s 

committee an “F” for 

two consecutive years.

Please see JOHNSON, Page C13

Please see PRIMARY, Page C13

ON WISCONSIN | ST. NORBERT CATHOLIC CHURCH

$1.2 million project to 
keep historic church, 
spire upright, strong

It took workers from Maas Brothers Construction in Watertown three 
weeks to erect 18 levels of scaffolding around the steeple of St. 
Norbert Catholic Church in Roxbury. The parish was founded in 1845, 
construction of the church was finished in 1860 and the steeple added 
in 1893. The parish has raised $900,000 for the project.

The church remains 

open during the 

project for Masses 

in both Latin and 

English, daily prayer 

and a youth education 

program with about 

100 students.

Please see WISCONSIN, Page C11
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Father Jerry Zhanay genuflects in front of the altar of St. Norbert Catholic Church in Roxbury. The parish, with about 300 families, has raised $900,000 for a $1.2 million renovation project 
focused on the church’s exterior.
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Paul Merline, a member of both 
the church’s finance and reno-
vation committees. “We want to 
make sure we keep that for the 
future. We don’t want to be the 
group that let that slip away.”

Roxbury is located along 
Highway Y and a bit off the 
beaten path between Middle-
ton and Sauk City. The church 
helped grow the community that 
today includes the Dorf Haus, 
a popular German supper club, 
and the Roxbury Tavern, which 
is closed but is being renovated 
for a reopening planned some-
time this year according to a sign 
on the front of the building. The 
tavern, formerly a general store, 
was built with the same type 
of stone used for the church. 
Surrounding farmhouses, like 
that on the Kippley Farm, estab-
lished in 1856; the nearby Frey 
School, constructed in 1870; and 
a three-floor dance hall, winery 
and carriage house built in 1858 
at Wollersheim Winery, were 
also erected using limestone.

But in the case of the church, 
the stone work and mortar was 
deteriorating to the point of be-
coming a safety hazard despite 
a patchwork of repairs over the 
decades. Its state was discovered 
during an assessment of the 
church building after the roof 
issues arose in 2017.

Temporary shelters to protect 
parishioners from potential fall-
ing debris had been constructed 
over the entrances to the church.

A tall order 
This spring, Maas Brothers 

Construction out of Watertown 
went to work on the project. The 
company has performed work on 
a number of churches in Water-
town over the years, including at 
St. Bernard and St. Henry Cath-
olic churches.

One of the first orders of busi-

ness was to erect 18 levels of 
scaffolding more than 130 feet 
high that would include two 
9,000-pound beams to keep 
weight off the church roof. Just 
the scaffolding project alone 
took three weeks to complete 
and gives off the appearance of a 
skyscraper rising from this rural 
community.

“This week, they’ve really 
making some progress,” Matt 
Hollman, a superintendent with 
Maas, said of his work crews. 
“It’s good to have some nice 
weather.”

Workers last week were busy 
removing shingles down to the 
wooden planks and adding new 
roofing material. It’s unclear if 
the cross that has been removed 
from the spire, constructed 
in 1893, will be restored or re-
placed with a newer model. The 
primary work for those on the 
scaffolding, however, is on shor-
ing up the stone work. Some of 
the stone is being replaced with 
rock from a Milwaukee quarry 
while mortar is mixed to match 
that used between 1852 and 1860 
during the church’s construc-

tion.
Mark Stoner, an architect with 

Building Envelope Professionals 
Group in the village of Oregon, 
was on site Thursday inspecting 
the new mortar and determin-
ing if rock should be repaired 
or replaced. The surfaces of the 
stones were first cleaned to help 
provide a better picture to archi-
tects and engineers. Some stones 
have significant crumbling and 
need to be replaced, while others 
that have flaking can be treated 
in an effort to keep them in place 
for another 40 to 60 years.

“A lot of the stone, particu-
larly the stone on the south side, 
just with southern exposure, 
you get a lot of consistent sun 
here, a lot of freeze/thaw, so that 
has deteriorated the stone quite 
substantially,” Stoner said. “The 
whole idea here is preservation. 
We want to keep as much of the 
stone original to the building on 

the building.”
As Stoner, who is well aware 

of his last name and his profes-
sion, climbed the scaffolding last 
week, he would stop at different 
levels, inspect stone and ask 
workers about the mortar used 
to fill in the gaps of old stone or 
that of new stone. He also would 
occasionally use his knuckles to 
tap on stone in search of hollow 
spots that could indicate wear 
and weakness. The mortar mix-
ture is lime-based and needs to 
be softer than the limestone. A 
harder mortar would destroy the 
stone work, he said.

“They actually created a mix 
based on tests,” Stoner said of 
the work crews. “They literally 
took a sample of mortar, broke 
it down into individual compo-
nents, did an analysis and then 
created a lime mixture based on 

Wisconsin
From C1

It’s unclear if this cross, which was removed from the spire of St. Norbert 
Catholic Church for the renovation project, will be restored or replaced 
with a newer model.

Father Jerry Zhanay of St. Norbert Catholic Church in Roxbury is guided last week on scaffolding near the bell 
tower by Matt Hollman, a superintendent with Maas Brothers Construction, a Watertown company that has 
years of experience working on church renovation projects.

Church leaders, construction workers and an architect talk last week before climbing the scaffolding to inspect the on-going renovation work at St. 
Norbert Catholic Church in Roxbury.

Continued on next page
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that mixture. That’s what 
you’re seeing here, an histori-
cally accurate mortar.”

Worship continues 
The church remains open 

during the construction for 
Masses in both Latin and En-
glish, daily prayer and a youth 
education program with about 
100 students. The interior 
of the church is not being 
touched by the project but 
offers up a historical treasure 
trove that includes 16 large 
stained-glass windows and 
biblical statues. The basement, 
dug in 1892 for a parish hall, 
holds a tapestry of the first 
log church built by Inama and 
photos of the church through 
the years. The sanctuary above 
also holds in a reliquary, a 
piece of bone, called a relic, of 
Saint Norbert of Xanten, who 
died in 1134 and founded the 
Norbertine order on the basis 
of “love, selfless sharing and 
radical hospitality.”

There’s also a 10-foot-by-
6-foot painting that hangs 
above the altar that was given 
to Inama in 1849 by King 
Louis II of Bavaria. The paint-
ing represents a Raphaelite 
Madonna, St. Jerome with a 
bible, St. James with a pil-
grim’s staff and a monk in a 
black habit.

And like the stone work on 
the outside of the church, the 
interior treasurers add to the 
religious experience and ambi-
ance for those who come here 
to worship. The renovation 
project will make sure that 
happens for decades to come, 
said Father Jerry Zhanay, who 
has been with the parish for 
the past four years. Without 
the work and the fundraising 
effort, the church may have 
been looking at a limited exis-
tence.

“We talked to a few people, 
those who are more vested in 
the parish, and they thought 
we could reach the goal,” 
Zhanay said. “We didn’t want 
to close. We feel good at where 
we’re at.”

Barry Adams covers regional 
news for the Wisconsin State 
Journal. Send him ideas for On 
Wisconsin at 608-252-6148 or by 
email at badams@madison.com.
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Father Jerry Zhanay of St. Norbert Catholic Church in Roxbury has helped guide his congregation over the last four years but the past three years have 
included fundraising efforts for an exterior renovation project. The sanctuary of the church is not part of the project but holds an historic 10-foot by 
6-foot painting given to the church in 1849 by King Louis II of Bavaria. The painting hangs above the church altar.

Mark Stoner of Building Envelope Professionals Group looks over the 
progress of the renovation work at St. Norbert Catholic Church in Roxbury.

St. Norbert’s Catholic Church in Roxbury was founded in 1845 by Father 
Adalbert Inama, the first resident priest in Dane County and considered the 
“Apostle of the Four Lakes Region.” A painting of Inama, who is buried in a 
nearby cemetery, hangs in the church’s sanctuary.
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