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LAKE MILLS — Th e ro-
tary students for the month 
of October in Lake Mills 
have been announced. 
Th e honored student from 
Lakeside Lutheran is Ry-
ann Burger, and the two 
students from Lake Mills 
High School are David 
Klein and Grace Schopf.

Ryann Burger is the 
daughter of Mark and 
Denice Burger. She has 
two older siblings, Brett 
and Kyle.

During her time in high 
school, Burger has been a 
part of volleyball, basket-
ball, softball, and foren-
sics. She is also involved in 
Teens for Christ, A Cappel-
la Choir, the school news-
paper, and national honor 
society. Th is year, Burger 
was elected by her fellow 
students as the president 
of the Lakeside National 
Honor Society Chapter.

Burger expresses her 
faith through helping out 
in her church, volunteer-
ing at Twice is Nice Resale 
Store in Jeff erson, wrap-
ping Christmas presents, 
donating to various drives 
that Lakeside has hosted, 
and helps with a program 
called “New Friends,” 
which are several Sundays 
each school year that give 
people with physical and/
or mental disabilities a 
chance for a fun day of 
games, friends, and music 
on campus. She also helps 
out at many grade school 
basketball and volleyball 
tournaments.

When she has free time, 
Burger enjoys drawing, 
reading, playing guitar, 
weightlifting, and compet-
ing on a traveling softball 
team.

After high school, she 
plans to attend the Univer-
sity of LaCrosse to major 
in therapeutic recreation 
and minor in art therapy. 
She also plans to play soft-
ball in college.

David Klein is the son of 
Paul and Angie Hobbs. He 
has a half-brother and two 
half-sisters. His hobbies 
include strength training 
and athletics. His main 
interests include traveling, 
helping the community, 
learning about nature, and 

interacting with animals.
During high school he 

has been involved in foot-
ball, track, wrestling, pow-
erlifting, junior optimist/
octagon, National Honor 
Society, band and was 
Badger Boys State repre-
sentative.

He was boy scout for 
six years junior optimist 
his freshman and senior 
years, and is a member of 
St. Gabriel Parish where 
he served in various roles.

After high school, Klein 
plans to serve in the Unit-
ed States Army. He enlist-
ed in June.

Grace Schopf is the 
daughter of Dan Schopf 
and Val Neupert. She has 
one brother a half-sis-
ter, four step-sisters, and 
three step-brothers.

She enjoys volleyball, 
helping others and vol-
unteering, spending time 
with family and friends, 
science and reading.

During high school she 
was involved in track, be-
ing named second team all 
conference her sophomore 
and junior years, volley-
ball also being named to 
the second team all-con-
ference and serving as 
captain, was elected class 
president her freshman 
and sophomore years, 
ELM Club, Spanish Club, 
Junior Optimist Club and 
SLAAC her senior year.

Her community service 
included volunteering at 
the Knickerbocker Festival, 
Adopt-a-Family Christmas 
program, medal league 
volleyball coach, spring 
carnival, youth volleyball 
clinic, Rock Lake Clean-up, 
and Easter egg fi lling.

She palns to attend Car-
roll University after gradu-
ation, for a nursing degree.

DAVIES COLLECTION
In recent weeks we received a collection of photos per-

taining to Joseph E. Davies, from the Davies family and we 
want to share some of that information with our readers.

First of all a little review of who Joseph E. Davies was. 
He was born in Watertown in 1876 and was valedictorian 
of his Watertown High School class of 1894. He went on to 
college at University of Wisconsin-Madison, graduating in 
1901 with a law degree.

He started his law practice in Watertown but it didn’t 
take long before his talents brought him to the limelight in 
politics and government. By 1907 he was chairman of the 
Democratic Party of Wisconsin. He was a huge supporter 
of Woodrow Wilson’s campaign for president and when 
Wilson won the presidency, Davies was named head of 
the Bureau of Corporations and then was fi rst chairman 
of the Federal Trade Commission.

Wilson also named him as an economic advisor to the 
Paris Peace Conference following World War I.

He was appointed Ambassador to the Soviet Union by 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and later served as Am-
bassador to Belgium and Luxembourg and was a special 
assistant to Secretary of State Cordell Hull in World War 
II.

Following World War II he was made a special envoy of 
President Harry Truman and sat at the Potsdam Confer-
ence table where the fate of Germany was settled.

Davies married Mary Emlen Knight in 1901 and they 
were divorced in 1935. Later that same year Davies mar-
ried Marjorie Merriweather Post, of the Post cereal family. 
Th at second marriage ended in 1955. Joe died died in 1958 
in Washington, D.C.

By the time Davies married Post, he was quite wealthy, 
but his assets were dwarfed by Post’s. Together they were 
among the elite in Washington society circles.

We hear a great deal about President Donald Trump’s 
frequent visits to his Florida compound, Mar A Lago. 
Well, that at one time was a summer home of Joe Davies 
and Post. Trump purchased that property in 1985 for 
about $10 million and today it is estimated to be worth 
$160 million. Not a bad investment!

As many Watertown residents know, Joe Davies estab-
lished the Joseph E. Davies scholarship foundation here 
in Watertown back in 1953 and since that time the pro-
gram has awarded scholarships to literally hundreds of 
students. In the early years Joe Davies made several of the 
scholarship presentations in person.

OK, so that’s the background with this giant of a man in 
national political and government circles, who was born 
and raised here in Watertown and never forgot his roots.

Several months ago we were contacted by Dr. Maribeth 
Cliff ord Kuzmeski, who is now chairman of the board of 
directors of the Davies Scholarship Foundation, asking 
if a home could be found for some of the Davies framed 
pictures.

We readily accepted these unique items and made ar-
rangements for the Watertown Historical Society to add 
them to their archives.

Th e photos and other related information were brought 
to us by Maribeth who had received them from Eleanor 
Gollob of McLean, Virginia, a great granddaughter of Joe 
Davies.

It’s quite a collection. Probably the most prominent of 
the photos is the one of the Potsdam Conference Table. 
Th e Potsdam conference brought together Joseph Sta-
lin, Winston Churchill, Harry Truman and others as they 
went about the task of dividing up Germany. We have 
published that photo some years ago but it is adjacent to 
this column with some identifi cation. We have a smaller 
version of the photo which was given by Davies to the late 
John D. Cliff ord, editor and publisher of the Daily Times 
for decades, and has since been passed along to us.

A copy of the large version, complete with signatures 
by some of the leaders, is now with the local historical so-
ciety. Th e adjacent photo identifi es some of those at the 
table, including Joe Davies. Th e actual photo is about 31 
by 34 inches and is in color, complete with signatures.

Some of the other photos forwarded to us from Eleanor 
Gollob through Maribeth Cliff ord Kuzmeski, and then to 
the historical society include:

A sketch of President Truman dated Jan. 22, 1952 and 
signed by Truman with the note “To Hon. Joseph E. Davies 
with kindest regards from his good friend Harry Truman, 
Th e White House.”

Photo of George Marshall, U.S. Army Chief of Staff  in 
World War II, with the handwritten note, “To Ambassa-
dor Davies, with warmest personal regards and esteem — 
George Marshall.”

Photo of President Woodrow Wilson with the handwrit-
ten note, “To My Very Dear Friend, Jos. E. Davies — Wood-
row Wilson.”

Photo of President Dwight Eisenhower, with handwrit-
ten note, “To Joseph Davies, from his old and devoted 
friend — Dwight Eisenhower.”

Photo of Franklin Roosevelt, with the handwritten note, 
“To Joe — successful Jack of All Trades — Franklin Roos-
evelt.”

Time Magazine cover of March 15, 1937, which featured 
Joe Davies and his wife.

Other items in the package included:
Captain John H. Knight, Civil War certifi cates from 1861 

and 1867. Knight’s daughter, Emlen, married Joseph Da-
vies.

Framed newspaper article from the Ashland (Wiscon-
sin) Daily Press, reporting on the 1974 demolition of the 
Knight Hotel in that city.

A 1969 letter signed by Svetlana Alliluyeva who at the 
time resided in Princeton, N.J. Svetlana Alliluyeva was 
later known as Lana Peters and was the only daughter of 
Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin and Nadezhda Alliluyeva. In 
1967 the daughter caused an international furor when she 
defected to, and later became a naturalized citizen of the 
United States.

A telegraph item from Feb. 5, 1862 from John H. Knight 
to Miss Sue J. Clark.

An oval picture of John H. Knight, with his biography 
pasted on the back.

Th ese are incredible historical items and are likely valu-
able, especially for collectors of photos like this with sig-
natures included. But the signifi cance is far more than 
monetary to our local historical society.

Th ese items, along with others in the historical society 
collection will no doubt be put on display at the Octagon 
House in time for visitors to view next season.

We are thrilled that Maribeth and Eleanor Gollob re-
membered the birthplace and early years Joe Davies spent 
here in Watertown.

Th e Davies story is one that will be long remembered 
here in Watertown. He is one of our most famous sons 
who was often on the world stage.

Tom Schultz

In Times Square
– Tom Schultz

FOR THE RECORD

Wisconsin Lottery
Wednesday

SUPERCASH
04-05-26-29-38-39

PICK 3
7-8-5

PICK 4
2-9-5-1

BADGER 5
02-07-14-26-29

MEGABUCKS
05-21-42-44-47-49

EST. JACKPOT, $4.7 million

MEGA MILLIONS
EST. JACKPOT, $50 million

POWERBALL
04-08-10-43-53

Powerball 7  Power Play 2
EST. JACKPOT, $60 million

LOTTERY

Contributed
A copy of this photo of the 1945 Potsdam Conference in 
which the post war borders of Germany and accompany-
ing treaties were worked out, is part of a collection that 
now rests with the Watertown Historical Society. The col-
lection came from the great granddaughter of Joseph E. 
Davies who is pictured on the right, two seats from Presi-
dent Harry Truman.

Contributed
The sketch of President Harry Truman is included in a 
collection gifted to the Watertown Historical Society by 
Eleanor Tydings Gollob, great granddaughter of Joseph 
E. Davies. The handwritten note says, “To Hon. Joseph E. 
Davies with kindest regards from his good friend, Harry 
Truman. White House, Jan. 22, 1952.”

Watertown Fire Department
Emergency medical calls — Paramedics respond-

ed to the following locations:
— Th ursday at 7:54 a.m. to the 1000 block of Perry 

Street for a female who needed a lift assist.
— Th ursday at 10:49 a.m. to the 1300 block of South 

Tenth Street for a female who needed a lift assist.
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By Logan Hanson
loganh@wdtimes.com

Th e City of Watertown 
began their 2020 budget fi -
nance committee process 
Wednesday.

District 1 alderman Bob 
Mudler lead the proceed-
ings of the meeting, as 
Mayor Emily McFarland 
was not authorized to do so 
due to it being a review of 
her budget decisions. Th e 

meeting began with city 
Clerk Elissa Friedl going 
over the budgets for gener-
al government, transit de-
partment, elections, clerk 
and treasurer.

Cable TV Coordinator 
Karen Huismann went over 
her budget with the com-
mittee following Friedl. 
Huismann asked that two 
software programs, the so-
cial media management 

software Hootsuite and a 
new production schedul-
ing software be included 
in the budget. She initial-
ly requested the software 
but it was cut in the may-
or’s recommendation. Th e 
committee decided to table 
the request so they may do 
research to fi nd where and 
if funding for the programs 
could be found before mak-
ing a decision.

Following Huismann’s 
presentation, Health Offi  -
cer Carol Quest presented 
the budgets for health, en-
vironmental health, emer-
gency preparedness and 
the Seal-A-Smile program.

Th e meeting was con-
cluded by the mayor pre-
senting her budget along 
with the information tech-
nologies and human re-
sources budgets.

City Attorney Rose Si-
mon-Silva could not attend 
the meeting to make her 
budget presentation due to 
illness and she will present 
the budget next week.

Th e budget meetings 
continued Th ursday and 
will continue Monday and 
Tuesday of next week. Th e 
committee could also meet 
on Wednesday, if needed, 
according to city offi  cials.

Watertown begins 2020 budget meetings
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