
This file portion of www.watertownhistory.org website 

 

Recall of 100-year-old donation 

to Watertown Public Library 

coincides with National Library Week. 
 

During my compiling of the set of 100-year-ago “Glimpses from the Past” articles for May for the 

Watertown Daily Times I came across the following item: 

 

Watertown Gazette, 05 04 1911 

 

The Saturday Club held a special business meeting in the magazine room of the public 

library Tuesday afternoon, May 2. Reports were received from the committee having 

the card party in charge and it was found that $25.00 could be turned over to the library 

board. From the club treasury the sum of $10 was given to the fund being raised for Mr. 

Gibson, the blind man whom some of our charitably disposed people are trying to start 

in business [this would be Tom Gibson, “Blind Tom, who in 1903 was the first patient of 

Watertown’s first hospital].  It was also possible for the club to purchase one of the 

Elson pictures which were on exhibition in the library last week, Stratford-on-Avon, 

Shakespeare’s birthplace. They expect to have the picture framed and later hung in the 

club room of the library. 

 

Upon checking with the library this long forgotten picture was found in storage and with the above 

mention we now know a little bit about this previously undocumented item.  This picture is being 

cleaned and reframed at this time. 

 

I took a picture of the picture and it follows, along with a portion of a pdf file that I found on the web 

detailing the Elson Co and their series of Shakespeare Series of prints. 

 

The 1911 article will appear in the May 3, 2011 edition of the Watertown Daily Times. 

 

Ken Riedl / April 11, 2011 

 

Cross Reference: 

Fine Art Exhibit to be Presented by Schools 
Watertown Gazette, 04 13 1911 

 

Proceeds to be used for the purchase of Elson pictures for the schools. 

 

Two beautiful prizes awarded to grades selling the highest number of tickets. 

 

http://www.watertownhistory.org/
http://www.watertownhistory.org/Articles/SaturdayClub.htm
http://www.watertownhistory.org/Articles/StMarysHospital.htm


The teachers of the public schools of our city have arranged for an exhibit of over two 

hundred pictures loaned by the A. W. Elson Co. of Boston.  The collection comprises 

carbon photographs and photogravures of the best in art the world over and they will 

be arranged in chronological order beginning with Egyptian art and extending down to 

modern American art. 

 

The pictures are beautiful and will be displayed upon the walls so that they will be easily 

seen and studied.  Our citizens will no doubt take advantage of this opportunity for 

picture study and also to select pictures for their own homes, if they should so desire. 

 

Picture study is one of the regular branches now taught in our schools, ten works of art 

being assigned to each school year, thus giving pupils an insight into the world of art and 

a love for good pictures. 

 

Many of our citizens who saw the Elson pictures several years ago stated that they were 

the best reproductions they had ever seen. 

 

The purpose of the exhibit is to increase the interest in our city in the study of art and to 

purchase pictures for the decoration of the class rooms in our city schools.  All who 

attend will be fully repaid for time and expense, besides helping to place before the 

children pictures that may have a wholesome and refining influence upon their lives. 

 

The exhibit will be open to the public on April 27, 28 and 29.  A small admission fee of 

ten cents will be charged.  Tickets may be purchased from the school children who will 

be allowed to canvass the city between the hours of four o'clock, Thursday, April 20, and 

nine o'clock, Monday, April 24. 

 

Printed lists containing name and number of all pictures will be presented at the door.  

Catalogs will be sold at 15 cents each. 



 

     Image of the of the $10 Elson Co print, 
 21x32" mounted on 30x40" granite board, 
  donated to the Watertown Public Library 

 
 












